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Danube River 

Protection Convention (DRPC) 

signed 29 June 1994, Sofia (Bulgaria) 

Protection of water & 

ecological resources 

Sustainable use 

of water 

Reduce nutrients & 

hazardous 

substances 

ICPDR coordinates implementation of  

EU Water Framework Directive & EU 

Floods Directive on basin-wide level 

Manage floods 

& ice hazards 



Contracting Parties 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Serbia 

Montenegro 

Romania 

Bulgaria 

Rep. of Moldova 

Ukraine 

European Union 

Germany 

Austria 

Czech Republic 

Slovakia 

Hungary 

Slovenia 

Croatia 



Stakeholder Involvement: 
23 Observers 

http://www.dredging.org/
http://biology.usgs.gov/s+t/SNT/noframe/ms137f01.htm
http://www.iad.gs/
http://www.unesco.org/water/ihp/




Recent catastrophic floods 
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ICPDR response to floods: 
Flood Action Programme 

Action Programme on Sustainable Flood Protection in 
the Danube River Basin adopted in 2004 

 



Action plans  
for sub-basins 

17 flood action plans for the sub-basins prepared in 2009; 

 

First comprehensive overview of hundreds of measures to 
reduce flood risks ever prepared in DRB.  



Danube Declaration 
2010 

 Adopted by the Danube ministers;  

 

 Flood protection is not short-term task but 

permanent task of highest priority; 

 

 Commitment to implement FD and develop flood 

risk management plan(s) for DRBD. 



Three steps of flood risk management: 

a) Preliminary flood risk assessment (PFRA),  

b) Flood risk and flood hazard maps 

c) Flood risk management plans.  

EU Floods Directive 



PFRA & hazard and risk maps 

• PFRA completed by 22/12/2011; 

• Layout of maps was agreed by the FP EG: 

• map of hazard and flooding scenarios;  

• map on risk and population;  

• map on risk and economic activity;  

• map on risk and IPPC installations; 

• two maps on WFD protected areas; 

• Flood hazard areas were submitted via DanubeGIS and 

data for risk maps were collected by an Excel template: 

deadline 22/12/2013. 



PFRA & hazard and risk maps 



1. Introduction 

2. Conclusions of the 

preliminary flood risk 

assessment 

3. Flood hazard maps 

and flood risk maps 

4. Objectives 

5. Measures 

6. Water retention 

7. Cost-benefit analysis 

8. Coordination with WFD 

9. Impacts of climate change 

10.International coordination 

11.Solidarity principle 

12.Public information and 

consultation 

13.Conclusions and next 

steps. 

Danube flood risk management plan 



 

• General threshold for sub-basin appearance > 4.000 km2 

 

Annexes:  

1. Flood hazard and risk maps 

2. FRMP measures 

3. List Competent Authorities 

4. Bilateral Agreements 

5. Resource Document "Economics and the Floods Directive" 

Danube flood risk management plan 



FRMP – agreeing objectives  

Basin-wide objectives of FRMP - they are linked to 

the respective measures:  

Avoidance of new risks 

Reduction of existing risks 

Strengthening resilience 

Raising awareness 

Solidarity principle 



FRMP - measures 

• ICPDR agreed that only the strategic level measures 

shall be presented in DFRMP (it would not make sense to 

duplicate reporting on all national measures on the level A); 

• Key priority at the basin-wide level given to: 

Measures with downstream effect  (natural water 

retention, warning systems, reduction of risk from 

contaminated sites in floodplain areas, exchange of 

information); 

Measures applicable in more countries of the basin 

(awareness rising, warning systems or ice protection 

measures); 

 

 



Annex 2: Measures & projects 
supporting DFRMP 

Strategic level measures listed per objective, type & 

country. 

16 projects or project proposals/ideas were developed by 

the ICPDR and/or EUSDR PA5 and they shall i.a.: 

• Reflect the objectives and priorities set in the Danube 

Flood Risk Management Plan; 

• Have a transboundary character; 

• Help to implement the needs listed i.a. in the Annex 2; 

• There is no ranking or prioritization of these projects, they 

are all considered as supportive to the implementation of 

the Danube Flood Risk Management Plan. 



Best practice examples 



Public Consultation: 
4 sets of activities 

• collection of comments directly given 

• stakeholder consultation workshop, 2/3 July (Zagreb) 

• social media campaign (focus on Facebook) 

• online questionnaires 

All results published at:  

www.icpdr.org/main/activities-projects/consultation-2015 



Roadmap to cleaner,  
healthier & safer water 

Danube RBM 

Plan  

Update 2015 

1st Danube Flood 

Risk 

Management 

Plan 

Adopted  in 12/2015 



Danube Declaration 
2016 

Danube ministers:  

 Endorsed the DFRM Plan and committed to 

implement the measures foreseen in the DFRM 

Plan and in the national flood risk management 

plans; 

 

 Gave priority to measures with positive 

downstream effect. 



Measures 
implementation level A 

Annex 2 projects supporting DFRMP: 

 Danube Sediment project; 

 FRISCO (SI/HR transboundary FRM); 

 Danube Floodplain project; 

 DAREFFORT (flood forecasting);  

 DAMWARM (Drava and Mura water and risk 

management). 

 



www.icpdr.org 

Further information 


