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Basis:
➢National Risk Assessment 

summaries

➢EU policy and operational 
instruments

Key findings:
➢11 key common risks

➢Climate change impacts

➢Cross-border dimension 
of risks

EU Overview of Risks



• Forest Fire events in Europe, 2006-2016 (DG ECHO, 2017)

Disasters do not know 
borders: 
nor do their risks

National and 
international river 

basins



Policy context

➢► Decision 1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil 

Protection Mechanism (binding for Member 
States)
➢Articles 5 and 6 – prevention and risk 

management

➢► Sendai Framework for DRR (non-binding 

commitments)
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Sendai Framework ►EC Action Plan

▪ Purpose: ''A disaster risk-
informed approach for all 
EU policies''



4 KEY AREAS

(1) Build RISK KNOWLEDGE in EU 
policies

(2) An ALL-OF-SOCIETY approach
in disaster risk management

(3) Promote EU RISK INFORMED 
INVESTMENTS

(4) Support the development of a 
HOLISTIC DISASTER RISK 
MANAGEMENT approach

21 PRIORITIES

For example:

2. Use foresight, scenarios and 
risk assessment for better 
preparedness to existing, emerging 
and new types of risks 

5. Facilitate exchange of good 
practices and improvements in 
disaster management policy and 
operations through mutual 
learning and expert review

8. Strengthen the links between 
disaster risk management, 
climate change adaptation and 
biodiversity strategies

19 Facilitate capacity building of 
local & national authorities and 
communities in managing disaster 
risk

51 ACTIVITIES

For example:

3.2 Strengthen the role and scope 
of the Disaster Risk Management 
Knowledge Centre (DRMKC) as the 
European Commission's main point 
of reference for disaster risk 
management network-building, 
knowledge building and sharing

10.1. Ensure regular exchange of 
good practices on design and 
implementation of all-inclusive local 
and national strategies and plans for 
disaster risk reduction 

11.2 Support projects strengthening 
the disaster risk management 
capacities of regional inter-
governmental organisations
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Funding for DRM and CCA

ESIF

EFSI

Framework 
Loans

Prevention & 
Preparedness 
Projects



What’s next?

• ► review of the UCPM legislation (Decision 

1313/2013)

• ► European Civil Protection Forum 2018 - ‘Civil 

Protection in a Changing Risk Landscape’
• 5-6 March, Brussels
• https://ec.europa.eu/echo/partnerships/civil-

protection-partners/civil-protection-forum_en

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/partnerships/civil-protection-partners/civil-protection-forum_en


Questions? Thoughts?

Contact:

Karolina KALINOWSKA
DG ECHO – Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations 
Unit A.3. Disaster Risk Reduction
Rue de la Loi 86 - 4/008 

karolina.kalinowska@ec.europa.eu
+32 299 95057
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